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Church, some of them even going so far as to desire that
there should be no State Religion at alL
The two most Catholic parts of Spain were Navarre
and Catalonia. In Andalusia this priest found several
villages full of superstitions, where they were entirely
without religion, and his criticism was that the clergy in
the South were not active enough. It is true that there
were occasional Missions in the villages from Orders such
as the Jesuits and the Capuchins, which were good but
not sufficient, for many areas lacked schools and there was
a great need for catechism classes. He found the Spaniards
keen on home life, but many were too poor even to go to
school, for there were hardly any free schools.
In Andalusia forty-five per cent of the people were
unable to read, and unlike such countries as France,
England and Germany, there were very few Catholics
who knew anything about their religion. The reason
seemed to be that Spain had always been Catholic, or
almost always, and that since the war with the Moors, she
had not had to fight for the Church. She took everything
for granted. There were three hundred thousand emi-
grants from Spain living in France and priests there would
tell you that they were a danger to their own community,
since' they knew nothing about their religion. Five
hundred thousand emigrants were at that time leaving
Spain each year. The writer went on to prophesy what
has turned out to be only too true, that the soil was good
for anti-clerical seed and an anti-clerical Government
might have a great success. No one knew that better than
Pope Pius XI and he has on more than one occasion
spoken to friends of mine about his great worry as to what
would happen to the Church in Spain, for he felt it would